


















that the hoped-for commercial rebound will very quickly return 
the transportation world to one of sparse capacity and fiscal 
inadequacy. Thus, what is now a back-burner issue could rapidly 
press to the fore.

Finally, we have our own houses to sustain. My institution, the 
University of Tennessee, has already mandated budget cuts 
in excess of $17 million and with a ballooning state deficit that 
may double the $200 million already projected for this year, 
university cuts are not finished. Faculty positions, salaries, 
research support, and even physical facilities are in jeopardy 
from one corner of the region to the other. The STC’s lifeblood is 
federal funding through the US DOT’s Research and Innovative 
Technology Administration (RITA). So far, this funding remains 
intact and we can hope, for the next two years, to stay below the 
radar of those who would squeeze out every available dollar for 
actual construction. Even, however, if we prevail in the near-term, 
there is the dense fog of reauthorization looming ever nearer.
The fog of uncertainty will create great winners and losers in 

nearly every arena. Some will stop cold in their tracks and be 
left behind and some will hurtle recklessly into the fog, inviting 
disaster. Some, however, will push steadily forward, ensuring 
progress while preserving enough control to stop short of new 
troubles or to alter their course when necessary. These we will 
call leaders.

Mobility is fundamental. In the 21st Century, it is the single 
greatest factor that separates our global economy from the hand-
to-mouth village economies that characterized the pre-industrial 
world. Moreover, as much as anyone, we are charged with 
preserving that mobility. Designing less expensive bridges, more 
fuel-efficient vehicles, and coaxing additional capacity from aging 
network infrastructures are not glamorous tasks, but they are 
essential to our communities, to our region, and to the nation as 
a whole. Within the realm of transportation, policymakers will look 
to us and to our students to guide them through difficult decision-
making processes, ensuring progress by balancing need against 
resources through cautious but determined planning.

We will be expected to accomplish all of this with fewer, more 
guarded resources. That’s not fun, but it is likely necessary 
and, in any case, probably inevitable. Productivity in sustaining 
affordable mobility will be rewarded. The best way to ensure 
our own sustenance is to demonstrate, time and again, that we 
can add value in the greater quest to preserve and enhance the 
economic wellbeing and social fabric of the nation. Historically, 
we have been allowed to speculate and explore. Increasingly, 
however, we will be judged less on our imaginations and more by 
the tangible outcomes we can produce. 

Within transportation, we are constantly bound by the laws of 
physics. Now we see that the laws of economics are no less 
binding.
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On the 
Horizon

Standing still, fog can 
create wondrous scenes, 

but once we begin to move 
the clinging haze becomes 
an adversary that robs us 

of clarity and security.


